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CHAPTER I 
The purpose of t::is service paper was to anaJLy~e tl:e 
treatment given to the Soviet Union in eight of the latest 
and most corr..:n.only used sixth grade seozraphy textbooks. 
The study is an analysis of the content rr.aterial and not a 
judgment as to t~e superiority or inferiority of t~e texts 
iil question. 
It is hoped that a teacher iYl choosing a social stuuies 
text will be able to use this study to deter~ine the extent 
or manner in which the Soviet Union is treated in each of 
the textbooks studied in this analysis an6 thus be able to 
make a choice more suited to her needs. 
The followinz ei~ht textbooks were c~osen to be 
analyzed. These texts hereafter will be referred to by the 
letter vV::.-::.ich precedes the nane of the text: 
A. J:,~cConnell, 'li. R., Geography of Lands Overseas. 
}~and :,lcNally and Corapany, Chicaco, 1950. 
B. Stull, De Forest and Roy W. Hatch, Our World Todav. 
Allyn and ~aeon, Boston, 1951. 
C. Carls, I::or:ri.an a.nd Frank E. Sorenson, eei;-:t"bor s 
Across the Seas. John C. Winston Company, 
Philadelphia, 1950. 
D. Barrows, liarlan H., Edith P. Parker and Clarence 
Woodrow Sorenson, Old World Lands. Silver i.:urdett 
and Company, l~ew York, 1950. 
E. Bodley, G. R. and E. L. Thurston, ~Cl1e Old ",Vorld 
Continents. Iroquois Publi shine Con-;.pany, I\ew York, 
1946. 
" 
F. Atwood, Wallace w., and Helen Goss 'I'ho.mas, 
Nations Overseas. Ginn and Company, Boston, 1950 
G. VV11.ipple, 
and l.~an. 
Gertrude and Preston ~. James, Our Earth 
The l.:acm.illan Coupany, l~ew York, 1951 
II. Smith, J. Hussell, Geography of Europe, .Asia, 
Africa for Elementary Schools. John C. Vdnston 
Company, Philadelphia, 1945. 
2. 
CHAPTER II 
REVIBVv OF 'l'HE LIT:Eliil. TJRE 
Because of the importance and prominent role of text-
books in the social studies, many analyses of textbooks have 
been attempted. 
Stu111 made an analysis of six ceography textbooks 
printed before 1850. Ee found that textbooks in zeography 
published prior to 1850 were dull, uninterestin£, unattrac-
tive, mentally unstir:mlating, and cenerally unfitt8d to the 
uses for which they were intended. 
However, kensoian2 clai~s that in about the last 45 
years, geography has veered more and more away fron: the 
orbit of geot:raphy as a natural science. I.~ensoian further 
states: 
Today 1 s geography gives to the child an 
understandinz of earth conditions and 
natural resources as the material bases 
of social development, by showing the 
relationshi~s which exist between the 
natural enviroruaent and the dis tri bu tion, 
characteristics, and activities of man. 
Today, geography in the elementary school 
is essentially hum.an ecolo~y. 
1De Forest Stull, 11A Critical Analysis of Six Geo::;raphy 
Texts printed before 1850, 11 Zducation, 52:291, January, 
1932. 
2. -. "h 1 ('< - - • II T"h D 1 t f r.aCLJ.Be ueorge l;.enSOl8.n 1 .ue eve Op:men 0 
Texts from 1806-1949, 11 (Unpublished ~aster's 
Boston University School of Educt:-~tion, 1951) 
Geography 
Thesis, 
P• 96. 
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In recent years, analyses of seosraphy textbooks have 
been made regardins many aspects, such as the trea baent of 
vocabulary, topics, maps, pictures, historical content, 
exercises, and activities. 
Lynch3 studied t~1e vocabulary of eight fift~l 2~crade 
geosraphy textbooks. She came to the conclusion that v~e 
vocabulary difficul t·y of geography textbooks is not as 
difficult as many teac:b.ers believed; that the great 
majority of words are vd thin the fifth c;raders 1 vocabular·y. 
Bixby4 analyzed the treatment of Africa in ei,f):.t sixth 
grade seogra1,;hy textbooks. She found that tl"le concepts 
wbich a child would obtain from ceoc;raphy textbooks would 
vary greatly from one text to another. She felt trtat the 
use of several texts would be the optirau::-1. 
Brady5 studied the treatment of ::3raz.i..l in seven middle 
grade geosraphy textbooks. He concluded that most of the 
topics were fairly represented araonc all seven texts. Ee 
had analyzed COlTw:erce and occupation, ed"<J.ca tlon, exercises, 
and acti vi ties, political areas, population, topographical 
aspects, transportation facilities and visual aids. i 
i 
the Voca bularv of i 
(Unpublished" .i.~aster 1 s I 
3 
Earie-Louise Lynch, 11 An Analysis of 
Ei~ht Fifth Grade Geo~raphy Books," 
'rnesis, Boston Universit;;; School of Education, 1950), p. 118. I 
4Edith P. Bixby, "The Treatment of I..frica ir_ .:i,;ht Sixth 
Grade Geography Textbooks," (:Jnpublished l •• as ter Is T~~e sis, 
Boston University ~chool of Education, 1946), p. 41. 
5
christopher i:. Brady, 11 'rhe rl'rea tment of Brazil in Seven 
ldddle Grade (Unpublished r.~aster Is 'l'll.esis, 
I 
i 
4. 
Flynn, 6 however, in her analysis of China in eight 
fourth grade geography textbooks said that the factual 
information in the eight textbooks varies considerably. 
She also said that the text of any one of these books would 
have unique influence upon the children usinz it, in that 
they all are pervaded by various attitudes or interpreta-
tions which plant the seeds of appreciation or doubt in 
the minds of children beginning the st-:.1dy of seography. 
Carney 7 and l·:~ason8 carne to somew!Ja t similar conclusions 
in their textboo~{ analyses of Argentina and Australia. 
Carney stated ths.t although almost vdt~1.out exce;_)tion, eac!<_ 
text treated the topics analyzed, there was a difference in 
the amount of space t:_iven them; for example, the number of 
worO.s devoted to forestry in the seven texts analyzed 
ranged from eit::ht to 251 words. .i.ilason found. that there is 
great variation in the topics discussed and the amouLt of 
space devoted to any topic. Hefuund too that little use 
6Alice N. Flynn, 11 An Analysis of China in :Sicht Fourth Grade 
Geocraphy Texts, 11 (Unpublished l.Iaster's Thesis, Boston 
University School of Education, 1950), pp. 62-63. 
7James F. Carney, 11 r:£'he 'l'reatment of Argentina in Seven 
I\addle Grade Geo,zraphy Texts," (Unpublished Laster's TL.esis, 
Boston University, School of Education, 1950), pp. 30, 34. 
81~orn1an W. lviason, 11 The 'l1rea tmen t of Australia in ~ight 
Sixth Grade Geography Textbooks," (Unpublished "'•aster' s 
Thesis, Boston University School of Education, 1951) 
PP• 39-41 
I 
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is made of colored pictures in the texts. The activities 
also are largel~ written or verbal activities. Very few 
constructi~n activities are suggested in the texts. 
I Finally, the only type of map found in every text was the 
1, population map, al thou.::::h I.~ason feels that the r:1a1)s in the 
'I II 
I 
eight texts are adequate for teaching; purposes. 
Scully9 analyzed maps and map activities on South 
America found in six middle grade seography textbooks. 
found that there was a rreat variation in the nw~ber of 
maps in the texts. She added too, that althouzh authoritj_es 
feel that only 1naps of one full page or more should be 
used in the textbooks, almost three-fourths of the maps 
analyzed wore less than one full pat;e in size. Scully 
thousht that more different types of .G.i.ap activities would 
be of value. 
:r<::nox10 anal~' zed the treatment of latitude and lonzi tude 
in seven middle grade geography textbooks. Hefound that 
latitude was treated wore extensively than longitude. r:·· .~.:e 
said it was evident that much more could be done to d.evelop 
a better understanding of longitude. For example, longitude 
was not used to tell time in any of the texts. 
9F'rances lv=. Scully, "An Analysis of i.~aps and l;Iap Activities 
on South America Four:d in Six Middle Grade Geogra0hv 
T~xts," (Unpublished ~.:aster's Thesis, Boston Dni"'Ve~sity 
School of Education, 1950), pp. 71-74. 
1°clayton L. Knox, 11 The Treati:J.ent of Latitude and Lonsitude in 
u:iddle Grade Geography 'I;exts, II (Unpublished ~~~aster's 'I'hesis, 
Boston University School of' Education, 1951) p. 1935 
i 
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6. 
The follmving four writers in their somewhat similar 
studies in textbooks of questions and activities on the 
bases of the mental processes involved came to somewhat 
similar conclusions. 
Phillipsll found that the ten co.tmnonly used 
geography books used in her study contributed very little, 
if anythins, to training in the higher mental processes and 
that it would be necessary for the teacher to use a creat 
deal of supplementary material in order to provide the 
proper learning necessary for training in the use of the 
higher mental processes. 
Driscolll2 found in her studies that there were fewer 
exercises in the map and picture material which provided 
for the use of higher mental processes than there were in 
the text material. 
11Laura D. Phillips, 11An Analysis and Classification of the 
Questions and E::terciees in Ten ?'ourth Grade Geography 
Boo~>:s on the Basis of the Higher I.:ental Processes Required 
for their Solution," (Unpublished l.~aster 1 s Thesis, Boston 
University ~chool of Education, 1945), pp. 69-70. 
12Irene v;. Driscoll, 11 iill Analysis of :~uestions and 
Exercises in Ten Sixth G-rade Geography Books on the 
Basis of t,he Higher lLental Processes Hequired in their 
Solution." (Unpublished l;Iaster 1 s Thesis, Boston 
University School of Education, 1948), p. 74. 
7. 
Johnsonl3 found that by far the larger part of the 
questions and exercises necessitate only the use of the 
lower mental processes, particularly recall and recosnition. 
Only a relatively small section makes use of the skills 
associated-with critical thinkin[• 
Powerl4 stated tb.at fifth grade e.eography bool<:s help 
but slie;htly in the development of the t.i.sher mental 
powers, especial~y in regards to the development of 
organized and critical thinking. 
13Everett Johnson, 11An Analysis of Fifth Grade Geot::raphy 
Workbool<:s on the Eases of the I.Iental Pr·ocesses Involved, 11 
(Unpublished i<iaster 1 s Thesis, Boston University School 
of Education, 1948) p. 41. 
14
walter F. Power, "An Analysis and Classification of 
Fifth Grade Geography :Oooks, 11 (unpublished I.:aster 1 s 
Thesis, Boston University School of Education, 1951), P• 84. I 
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CHAPTER III 
PLAN OF STUDY 
In tlds study of the treatment of the Soviet Union in 
eight sixth grade geography textboo~s, each text was 
analyzed according to a check list set up by the writer. 
The analysis was done by counting the number of words 
discussing a given area. 
The following areas were chosen to be analyzed: 
1. Estimated Nu.mber of Running Words 
2. Size 
3. Population 
a. Distribution 
b. Racial and Kationality Groups 
4. Climate 
a. Climatic Belts 
b. Climate 
5. Natural Resources 
a. Forests 
b. Soil 
c. Fish 
d. Native Animals 
e. Water Power 
f. Minerals 
lC. 
6. Industry 
a. Industries 
b. lvianufacturing Areas 
c. Industrial Growth and Expansion Plans 
7. Products 
8. Cities and 'l'mvns 
9. Transportation and Communication 
a. Air Travel 
b. Railroads 
c. Roads and Highways 
d. Water Routes and Sea Ports 
e. Animal 
f. Communication 
10. Education and :,1usic 
11. Comrcerce and Coastline 
a. Domestic 
b. Foreign 
c. Coastline 
12. Government 
a. Governmental Divisions 
b. Type 
c. .t.ali tary 
13. nistorical Content 
a. Periods Prior to the Revolution of 1917. 
b. Feriod from 1917 to 1iorld War I 
11. 
c. World War II Period 
d. Period After World War II to Present 
14. Pictures 
a. Size of Pictures 
b. Total Number of Pictures 
c. Number of Black and Wl:ite Pictures 
d. Number of colored pictures 
e. Picture Types 
15. };laps and Graphs 
a. Size of lha:ps 
b. To tal r;umber of I.Iaps 
c. 1Jurnber of Black and Wbi te I.~ap s 
d. Number of colored Iviaps 
e. I.'~ap types 
f. Graphs 
16. Activities and Exercises 
a. Discussion (uestions and Activities 
b. Ii:ap Readint; Excrci ses 
c. Objective Tests 
d. Picture Reading Questions 
e. Projects 
f. Sentences to complete 
g. Tracing 
h. Using a compass 
i. Usins the appendix 
j. Using the liorld Almanac 
" 
The estimated number of running words was found by 
finding the number of words in ten typical lines and then 
determining the average number of words per line. The total 
number of lines was then counted and multiplied by the average: 
number of words per line. 
When counting the number of words discussing a 
particular topic only the words in the textual reading was 
counted. Picture captions, exercises, and maps were not 
included. 
When a sentence seemed to include more than one topic, 
the eentence was broken down and the words divided among the 
topics. 
The letter M was used to indicate that the text 
merely mentioned the presence of a particular mineral in its 
discussion of the natural resources of the Soviet Union. 
12. 
CHAPTER IV 
ANALYSIS OF THE DATA 
The analysis of tHe data on the treatment of the 
Soviet Union in eight sixth grade geogr~hy textbooks is 
presented through the use of tables; the nuraber of words in 
ea cb. text dis c1...1 ss ing the different topics can thus be 
quickly perceived by reading these tables. 
TABLE I 
T1iE ESTI:i\JiTED RUNNING iNORDS DISCDESI NG 
TrLE c.OVIET l:H'ION IE EIGET SIXTE Gl=ffiD:S G:2;0GRAPEY T:=X'I'BOOl<.:S 
Texts A B c D E F G H 
Number of 
pages 34 16 37 34 10 29 56 14 
¥/ords per 
line 7.6 8.8 8.6 7.4 8.8 8.9 9.2 7.4 
Estimated run-
ning words 9789 5418 13471 9117 4880 10218 25666 4287 
The number of paces ran from 56 pages in Text G to 10 
pages in Text E. Only Texts B, E, and H had less tl1an 20 
pages discussing the Soviet Union. 
The average n~uber of words per line ranged from 7.4 
words in Texts D and E to 9. 2 words in Text G. T:b.e 
estimated running words on the Soviet union ran from. 25,666 
words in Text G to 4287 words in Text H. Text G had 
almost twice as many words as Text C which was the text 
li 
!I 
1/ 
ll I 
I 
13. 
havin~, the next largest nur.1ber of words on the discussion 
of the Soviet Union. 
TABLE II 
THE lrLJi,:b:Zli. OP V'iOfmS IN EIGI~T SIXT~i GBADJ: G:::::OGRAPHY 
TEXTBOOKS DISCUSSIJ\G TfiE SIZ:S 02 'l'EE SOVIET Ul:~ION 
Texts A B C D F G H 
Number of words 
discussing size 398 26 52 228 116 69 102 126 
Table II illustrates how the size of the Soviet Union 
was treated. The treatment of this topic runs from 398 
words in text A to 26 words in text B. Only text i had less 
than 50 words on the topic. 
TABLE III 
TilE 11U1:EER O.f' WORDS IN EIGI~'l1 SIXTJ:·: GHADE GEOGRAPHY 
TEXTBOOKS DISCUSSII:G ~TIE POPULaTIOl~ O.F TRE SOVIET ULION 
Texts 
Distribution 
Racial and 
Nationality Gro1..~.ps 
Total 
A B C D 
70 80 69 44 
94 29 189 72 
164 109 258 116 
:I: F G 
25 114 105 
30 116 119 
55 230 224 
H 
0 
16 
16 
The topic concerning the population of tb.e Soviet Union 
was divided into two parts: distribution and racial and 
nationality croups. 
The total number of words on the population of the 
14. 
Soviet Union varied from 16 words in text B to 258 words in 
text c. Only two books, texts E and H, had less than 100 
words on the population of the Soviet Union. 
The treatment of the distribution of the population 
varied from no mention at all in text II to 114 words in text 
F. 
Texts A, B, C, D, E, F, and G contained nffiterial on 
both topics mentioned on the population of the Soviet Pnion. 
Text H had material only on the racial and nationality groups. 
fJ.'ABLE IV 
THE l'ilJMBER OF WORDS IN EIGHT SIXTH GRADE GEOGRAPHY 
TEXTBOOKS DISCUSSING fJ.'B.J!: CLH=Arr'E OF 'l'H3 SOVIET UNION 
Texts A B c D E F G H 
Climatic Belts 
Tundra 912 217 289 147 80 648 553 169 
Targa (in-
eluding 
Siberia 
Taiga 908 182 504 256 514 631 1516 243 
Steppe (in-
eluding 
Siberia, 
Black Sea, 
Crimea, and 
1Jkraine 
.Areas) 1085 178 1820 964 530 387 2235 291 
Desert and 
Dry Lands 
(includint; 
Caspian Sea 
Area and 
Caucasus 
Region) 567 120 785 417 81 684 1249 105 
Climate 0 179 0 0 235 341 0 67 
Total 2572 876 3398 1784 l440 2691 2553 875 
15. 
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The total number of words discuss:i.. ng tbe climate of the 
Soviet Union ranged from 5553 words in text G to 875 words 
in text II. Only texts B and H had less than 1000 wprds on 
climate. 
Number of words on the 'I'undra ranged fron: 912 words in 
text A to 80 words in text E. Only text E devoted less than 
1000 words to the topic. 
The treatment of the Taiga of the Soviet Union varied 
from 182 words in text B to 1516 words in text G. Every 
text had at least 150 words on the Taiga Belt. 
Ivia terial on the Steppe ranged fron::. 2235 words in text G 
to 178 words in text B. Texts A, C, and G devoted more than 
1000 words to the topic. 
rrhe number of words on the Desert and Dry Lands ran 
from 1249 words in text G to 81 words in text E. Only 
text E had less than 100 words on the topic. 
Altho texts A, C, D, and G had no specific Climate 
topic, climate was discussed generally, as they were also 
in the other texts. In the four other texts, B, E, :?, and H 
that had a climate topic, the number of words ranged from 
341 words in text F to 67 words in text H. 
16. 
TABLE V 
THE lJUILBER OF WORDS IN EIGE'J: S IXTII GRADE GEOGRAPHY 
rr·E:X.TBOOKS DISCUSSING THE NATURill_, RESOuRCES OF 'l'HE 
SOVIET UNION 
Texts 
Forests 
Soil 
Fish 
Native Animals 
Water Power 
Minerals 
Bauxite 
Chromite 
Coal 
Copper 
Gold 
Iron 
Limestone 
Magnesium 
Mane:.;anese 
Phosphate, 
potash 
Platinum 
Petroleum 
rr·ungsten 
Uranium 
Total 
A 
174 
109 
10 
42 
156 
0 
Jii 
159 
0 
0 
158 
0 
0 
lvl 
0 
1\'1 
224 
M 
0 
1032 
B 
98 
0 
0 
18 
42 
10 
0 
53 
M 
11 
15 
0 
0 
43 
0 
M 
35 
0 
0 
325 
c 
84 
101 
0 
117 
150 
Ivi 
6 
54 
M 
M 
135 
0 
0 
12 
1VI 
0 
72 
0 
0 
731 
D 
18 
72 
0 
5 
168 
96 
M 
M 
37 
0 
0 
6 
21 
I'lL 
32 
0 
0 
455 
E 
60 
54 
23 
64 
0 
0 
0 
9 
M 
M 
9 
0 
0 
6 
0 
12 
47 
0 
0 
284 
F 
91 
14 
45 
10 
69 
126 
1vl 
M 
48 
0 
0 
15 
0 
M 
228 
0 
0 
646 
G 
167 
139 
124 
212 
156 
!vi 
0 
505 
34 
30 
245 
9 
10 
29 
16 
M 
322 
13 
20 
2031 
H 
27 
50 
0 
8 
283 
0 
0 
55 
M 
M 
15 
0 
c 
0 
0 
17 
13 
0 
0 
468 ' 
Ivi - The letter I.~ indicates that the text merely mentions the 
presence of the respective mineral. 
Only text E devoted less than 300 words to the resources 
of the Soviet Union. 
Forests were discussed in every text. The words raneed 
from 174 in text A to 18 in text D. Only texts A and G had 
over 100 words on forests. While soil was mentioned in every 
text except B, fish was discussed only in texts ~, E, F, and ~, 
17. 
·--------~--~-­
----------- -~ -- ~-- --
18. 
Native animals were discussed in every text. Space was ;iven 
to water power in every text except E. Of the other texts, 
only texts B and F devoted less than 150 words to the topic. 
Of the 14 minerals mentioned in the above table, there 
was at least one sentence written on each mineral in at 
least on book. Coa~ iron, and petroleurn were the only 
minerals mentioned in all the texts. A few other minerals, 
asbestos, graphite, lead, nickel, silver, tin, and zinc, 
were mentioned as to their presence in some of the texts. 
~+ 
19. 
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TABLE VI 
THE NUI.:BER OF WORDS IN EIGH1' S·IX'l1E GRADE GEOGRAPHY 
TZX'l'BOOKS DISCUSSING rr.HE INDUSTRY OF 'l'HE SOVIET UNION 
Texts A B c D "P" F '"' "-' \.X 
Industries 
Farming, 
Herding 1386 228 2836 509 511 647 2142 
Fishing 11 6 6 0 56 11 327 
Lumbering 97 29 168 70 17 65 123 
Mining 334 188 336 217 72 67 672 
Trapping, 
and 
Hunting 37 6 82 0 10 58 42 
Iilanufacturint:; Areas 
Leninc:;rad 273 83 91 243 0 0 512 
Moscow 3S5 39 330 113 31 122 637 
Siberia or 
Kuznets lHi 78 252 189 0 128 50 
Tashkent 33 0 112 0 0 76 25 
Ukrainian 46 67 187 163 0 374 338 
Ural 159 38 18S 176 0 184 516 
J.lanufac-
turin,; in 
general 0 101 114 133 160 112 266 
Total o;f 
Manufac-
turing Areas 1015 406 1255 1017 191 996 2344 
Industrial 
Growtl: and 
expansion 
plans 249 0 315 475 0 144 378 
Total 
Industry 2880 890 4218 2278 857 1988 8028 
H 
559 
0 
82 
75 
0 
25 
0 
9 
0 
86 
9 
lOC 
229 
39 
984 
rrlJ.e total number of words on the industry of the Soviet 
Union ranged from 8028 words in text G to 857 in text 17 .L!J. 
Texts B, E, and I-=: had less than 1000 words on the topic. 
Every text mentioned farming and herdint:,. Only text B 
t! 
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had less than 500 words on the topic. Text C had 2836 words 
on farming. 
'rhe number of words on fishing ranged from 327 words in 
text G to no mention at all in texts D and H. Text G was the 
only text with over 75 words on the topic. 
Lumbering was uentioned in every text. 'l'he number of 
words ranted from 168 words in text C to 17 words in text E. 
~ining was also mentioned in every text. The munber of 
words on mining ranged from 672 in text G to 67 words in 
text F. Texts E, li, and E had less than 80 vvords on the 
topic. 
The material on trapping and hunt1ng ranged frora S2 
words in text C to no mention at all in tex~s D and E. 
The treatment of manufacturinc; areas varied from 2344 
words in text G to 191 words in text E. Onl~ texts C and 
G had over 1200 words on tLe manufacturing areas. '.I'exts 
A, C, and G mentioned every area. Texts B and D ~cntioned 
ever: area except the Tashkent area. Text E ::;entioned onl;/ 
the .t.ioscow area. Text :;;·- :_~entioned ever:/ area except tb.e 
· Lsnlngrad area. Text E mentioned every area except ~1oscow 
and Tash~ont areas. 
r.rhe number of v;ords on industrial ,srowth and 
expansion plans ransed from 475 words in text D to no 
mention at all in texts Band E. Of' the texts having 
material on this subject only text E had less than 140 words. 
- -- -------~-- -- --------------
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TABLE VII 
TE::L NUI,:B:ZE. or WORDS Il~ ::Im~T SIX'l'h GRAD.2.; GEOGE\.A..fHY 
TEX'l'BOOKS DISC"C"SSING 'rt...E PRODUCTS OF 'l'HE SOVIET Ul~ION 
Texts A B c D E F ("'! H U' 
Chemicals 24 8 0 19 1'7 12 6 0 
Coal 198 53 42 152 15 92 304 11 
Cotton 118 0 48 101 39 91 5'7 8 
Dairy Products 35 0 15 65 13 33 0 0 
Fish 19 0 0 0 32 55 32'7 0 
Flax 52 13 0 6 18 13 168 6 
Foodstuffs (including 
vegetables, grain, 
sue;ar) 158 28 465 199 108 162 590 159 
Fruit 59 0 50 59 28 23 39 0 
Furs 25 18 92 0 35 64 51 0 
Hemp 0 0 0 0 5 0 10 0 
Handicrafts 19 114 1'7 8 10 18 21 6 
Iron and steel Pro-
ducts) 58 2'7 140 124 12 153 205 3'7 
Kok-zaghiz 0 0 0 0 0 43 0 0 
Leather goods 18 0 0 0 8 0 6 '7 
Livestock 18 60 161 19 12 23 118 0 
Lumber, wood pulp 40 29 168 '73 13 45 92 55 
Machinery 38 18 59 54 8 13G 96 12 
ti:etal ores 206 85 142 21'7 5'7 '73 399 34 
Paper 6 0 '7 0 0 5 12 0 
Pasture crops, Hay 24 6 20 0 0 0 0 1'7 
Peat 50 5 0 0 0 0 54 0 
Petroleum 224 35 '72 81 47 160 322 49 
Eeindeer products 65 28 0 0 16 8 0 0 
Salt 0 0 0 0 36 11 8 0 
· Sheep and wool 9 0 14 0 0 9 12 0 
Silk 37 0 12 3 10 16 15 0 
Sunflowers 45 0 45 29 19 10 13 0 
Tea 8 0 9 4'7 0 0 37 0 
Textiles 43 6 13 18 24 73 18 7 
Tobacco 5 0. 0 6 12 0 12 0 
Tung oil 0 0 0 0 0 0 22 0 
---- .-
Total 1601 535 1591 1270 594 1324 3014 408 
#Kok-zaghiz: A dandelion like plant which is cultivated for 
a substance in the root from which rubber is made.! 
21. 
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None of the texts mentioned all of the 31 products 
discussed in the treatment of the Soviet Union. 
The total nUL1ber of words on the products in this table 
ranged from 3014 words in text G to 408 words in text H. 
Only texts B, .w, and :::;: had less than 1000 words on the products 
of the Soviet Union. 
Coal, foodstuffs, including vegetables, :rain, and suzar, 
iron and steel )roducts, lumber, macl:..inery, metal ores, 
petroleum, and textiles were mentioned in every text. 
Text A mentioned 27 products. The only two products to 
which text A devoted more than 200 v1ords were metal ores and 
petroleum. 
Text B mentioned 16 products. This text was the only 
text which did not mention cotton. 
Text C mentioned 20 products. Text C v1as the only text 
not mentioning flax. 
Text D mentioned 19 products, but was one of two texts 
not mentioning furs. 
Text E mentioned 24 products. 'fhis text was only one of 
two which mentioned hemp. 
Text F was the only text which discussed kok-zaghiz. It 
: also mentioned 23 other products. 
Text G along v:i tl-1 text A mentioned the most products--27. 
Text G was the only text that mentioned tung oil. 
Text E mentioned only 13 products. It was the only text 
which did not mention livestock. 
TABLE VIII 
THE 1\UIVIBER OF' WORDS IN EIGHT SIXTH GRADE GEOGRAPHY 
TEXTBOOKS DISCUSSING THE CITIES AND TOWNS 02 TI-IE SOVIET UNION 
~ 
Texts A B c D E F G H 
Arkhangelsk 15 0 24 18 0 0 53 18 
Astrakhan 0 0 0 0 0 55 22 0 
Baku 20 0 15 20 15 62 139 14 
Baturni 0 0 0 0 0 0 59 0 
Dnepropetrovsk 20 0 5 0 0 69 0 75 
Gorki 0 0 16 0 0 11 83 23 
Igarka 132 0 0 0 0 257 0 0 
Karaganda 0 0 46 0 0 0 0 0 
Khabarovsh 0 0 0 0 0 0 40 0 
Kharkov 35 0 38 38 0 14 22 0 
Kiev 35 0 0 151 37 30 113 14 
Komsomolsk 0 0 0 0 0 68 0 0 
Krasnoyarsk 0 0 0 24 0 0 0 0 
Krivoi Rog 0 0 14 0 0 0 44 0 
Kursk 25 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Leningrad 289 89 84 302 152 112 512 26 
Magnitogorsk 55 0 27 19 0 0 75 15 
liTo scow 285. 44 240 24:d 122 263 637 125 
Ivi:urmansk 75 0 8 0 0 0 89 0 
Novosibirsk 51 4 61 0 0 12 0 0 
Odessa 9 19 0 53 22 21 46 10 
Omsk 52 0 0 0 0 0 0 12 
Petropovlovsk 0 0 0 0 0 0 70 0 
Rostov 0 0 0 28 0 0 30 0 
Samarkand 69 0 0 0 0 0 85 0 Sevastopol 11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Stalingrad 0 0 0 0 39 36 0 15 
Stalinsk 0 0 20 33 0 0 0 0 
Swerdlovsk 0 0 0 22 0 0 0 Q 
Tashkent 11 0 123 0 0 59 26 0 
Vladivostok 0 11 7 19 0 83 52 0 
Yalta 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
----
Total 1197 167 728 969 387 1152 2197 347 
II 
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'l'he total number of words on the cities of the SOviet 
Union ranged from 2197 words in text G to 167 words in text 
Only texts A, F, and G r~ad more than 1000 words on the 
topi~. Only Leningrad and Lioscow were mentioned in all 
texts. 
'I'ext A mentioned 18 cities and towns. Text A was the 
only text that xL.entioned Sevastopol and Yalta: 11 and 8 
words, respectively. 
Text 0 mentioned only 5 cities and towns: Leningrad, 
I.~oscow, Novosibirsk, Odessa, and Vladivostok. 
Text c mentioned 15 cities and towns. 'l'ext r, vias the v 
only text that nentioned Karaganda: 46 words. 
Text D mentioned 13 cities and t ov:ns. Text D vva s tJ:1e 
only text that mentioned Krasnoyarsk and Swerdlovsk: 24 and 
22 words, respectively. 
Text E mentioned 6 cities and towns: Bel{u, Kiev, 
Leninerad, Moscow, Odessa and StalinGrad. 
Text F mentioned 15 cities and towns. 
Text G mentioned 19 cities and towns. 'l1ext G was tt.e 
only text that mentioned Ba tumi, l:'\J1a barovsh, and Pe tropov-
lovsk. 
Text I-I uentioned 11 cities and towns. Only L~oscow had 
over 75 words of all the cities and towns in Text H. 
- ---- ~==~ 
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TABLE IX 
THE NUMBER OF 1/0RDS IN EIGHT SIX'l'H GRADE GEOGRAPHY 1'EXTBOOKS 
DISCUSSil~G THE 'I'RA.NSPORTATION AND COI.IlvJ.UNIC.lVriON OF TEE 
SOVIET UNION 
Texts f B c D "f.<"' F G H ~ "'-' 
Transportation: 
Air Travel 162 52 246 144 0 30 183 50 
Railroads 231 64 45 231 128 171 200 69 
Roads and 
Hie::hways 11 53 57 489 0 92 101 0 
Water Routes 
and Sea 
Ports 891 80 174 791 469 531 951 382 
Animal 0 21 0 0 0 0 0 23 
Communication 0 147 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Total 1295 417 522 1455 597 724 1435 524 
The material on transportation and conmmnication ranged 
from 1455 words in text D to 417 in text B. Only text B had 
less than 500 words on the topics. 
The treatment of air travel of the Soviet Union varied 
from 246 words in text C to no mention at all in text E. Of 
the texts mentionin[ air travel only, texts F had less than 
50 words on the subject. 
Tl1e number of words on railroads ranc;ed from 231 words in 
texts A and D to 45 words in text C; texts B, C, and H had 
less than 100 words on the subject. 
Tl1e material on roads and hic;hways ranged from 489 
words in text D to no mention at all in texts E and ~. Only 
texts D and G had over a 100 words on roads and bit:hways in 
the Soviet Union. 
I 
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The treatment of water routes and sea ports varied from 
951 words in text G to 80 words in text n. Only texts B and 
C had less than 375 words on the subjects. 
Only two texts, texts B and H, mentioned aninml 
transportation. Text B had 21 words while text H had 23 
words. 
Only text B r:1entioned communication in the Soviet Union: 
147 words. 
TABLE X 
THE lJUlriBER OF WORDS IN EIGHT SIX'l'E GRADE GEOGrtAPHY 
TEXTBOOKS DISCUSSI:~G THE EDUCATIOl~ Al;D I.:CJSIC OF THZ 
SOVIET UNION 
Texts A B c D E F G H 
Education 
Music 
0 126 22 
0 0 28 
0 
0 
9 10 
0 0 
0 119 
0 0 
The treatment of education in the Soviet Union varied 
from 126 words in text D to no mention at all in texts A, 
D, and G. Only texts B and H had over 100 words on the 
subject. 
Only text C mentioned :music in the Soviet Union: 28 
words. 
26. 
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TABLE XI 
'l'HE Nm;~BER OF 'NORDS IN EIGIIT SIXTH GRADE GEOGRAPHY TEXTBOOKS 
DISCUSSING THE COJ:.:,J::RCE AND COASTLHfE OF 'l'EE SOVIS'l1 UNION 
Texts 
Commerce 
Domestic 
Foreign 
Total 
Coastline 
A 
168 
144 
312 
0 
B 
6 
47 
53 
0 
c 
63 
112 
175 
389 
D 
0 
0 
0 
461 
E 
49 
114 
-
163 
0 
F G 
14 0 
98 181 
112 181 
90 162 
H 
42 
0 
42 
47 
The total number of words on the commerce of the Soviet 
Union ranged from 312 words in text A to no mention at all in 
text D. 
The treatment of domestic corr . rnerce varied from 168 
words in text A to no mention at all in texts D and G. Only 
text A had over 70 words on the subject. 
The material on foreign comraerce ranged from 181 words 
in text G to no mention at all in texts D and rr. 
Altho text D had no specific topic devoted to co~nerce 
of the Soviet Union, many scattered references were made to 
commerce t:b.xoughou t the many other topics. 
Altho text G had 181 words dealing with the foreign 
commerce of the Soviet Union, it had no specific topic 
concerning the domestic coTh~erce. However, many scattered 
references throughout text G was made to the internal 
domestic com:nerce. 
27. 
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The material on the coastline varied from 461 words in 
text D to no mention at all in texts A, B, and E. However, 
altho texts A, B, and E had no specific coastline topic in 
the eight textbooks, coastline was discussed generally in 
the reading on the different climatic belts. In addition, 
text A mentioned the coastline in its map exercises. 
TABLE XII 
THE HUMBER OF WORDS IN EIGHT SIXtH GRADE GEOGRAPHY TEXTBOOKS 
DISCUSSING Thr: GOVERN!ilENT OF THE SOVIET UNION 
Texts 
Governmental 
Divisions 
Type 
Military 
Total 
A 
71 
0 
0 
71 
B C 
20 116 
0 849 
0 0 
20 965 
D 
204 
123 
0 
327 
E 
26 
38 
0 
64 
F 
125 
0 
0 
125 
G 
100 
1123 
131 
1354 
H 
67 
0 
0 
67 
The total number of words in eight sixth £rade geo3raphy 
texts discussing the government of the Soviet Union ranged 
from 1354 words in text G to 20 words in text B. 
The treatment on governmental divisions ranged from 204 
words in text D to 20 words in text B. Only texts B and E 
had less than 65 words on the subject. 
The material on the type of the government of the 
Soviet Union varied from 1123 words in text G to no mention 
at all in texts A, B, F, and H. Text C had 849 words. 
i; Text D had 123 words, text E had 38 words and text G had 
1123 words. 
28. 
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1' Only text G, 131 words, mentioned the military powers 
of the Soviet Union. 
TABLE XIII 
TElE 1-Ju.MBER OF WORDS Ih ::LIGHT SIXTH GRADE GEOGRAPHY TEXTBOOKS 
DISCUSSING rrHE IIIS'I'ORICAL COl'JTENrr GIVEFi Ili 'I'RZ TIG3ATI~I::1JT OF 
TIE SOVIET UNION 
Texts A B 
Periods prior 
to the Revo-
lution of 
1917 332 1086 
Period from 
1917 to World 
War II 56 196 
World vVar II 
Period 0 76 
Period After 
World War II 
to present 0 68 
c 
604 
148 
192 
333 
D 
88 
107 
156 
395 
E 
47 
277 
97 
49 
F 
80 
136 
956 
232 
G H 
882 88 
112 191 
0 140 
168 0 
The total n~~ber of words on the historical content of 
the eight geography textbooks presented on the treat~ent of 
the Soviet Union ranged from 1426 words in text B to 388 
words in text A. Only texts A, E, and H had less than 500 
words on the topic. Texts B, C, D, E, and F treated every 
period. 
Periods prior to the Revolution of 1917 were mentioned 
in every text. 
The period from 1917 to World Viar II was also mentioned 
in every text. 
d I 
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The World War II period was not mentioned in texts A and c.' 
The period after World War II to the present time was 
==- -=~-mentioned in every_ text except Texts A a11d H. 
TABLE XIV 
THE Nm,:BEE OF PICTURES ON 'l'HE SOVIET UNION 
FOUND IN EIGHT SIXTH GRADE GEOGRAPHY TEXTBOOKS 
Texts A B c D E F 
Size of Pictures 
Half page 0 3 2 26 0 7 
Less than half page 24 l4 13 5 9 16 
Total number of pictures 24 17 15 31 9 23 
Black and white pictures 24 17 15 21 9 23 
Colored pictures 0 0 0 10 0 0 
Picture Types 
City scenes 3 4 1 4 1 3 
Dessert scenes 0 1 0 1 0 0 
Factories 1 2 2 2 0 2 
Farming 8 4 6 8 3 8 
Fishing 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ice-breakerships 0 0 0 1 1 1 
Lumbering 0 1 2 2 0 1 
Mining 1 0 0 1 0 1 
Mountains 0 0 1 1 0 0 
Oil fields 1 0 1 1 l 1 
Peoples 0 1 1 0 0 0 
Politburo members 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Power plants 0 0 0 1 0 0 
Steppe scenes 1 0 0 1 0 0 
Taiga scenes 1 1 0 0 0 1 
Transportation 5 3 1 7 1 3 
Trapping 1 0 0 0 1 1 
Tundra scenes 2 0 0 1 1 2 
G 
8 
21 
29 
25 
4 
1 
0 
1 
11 
2 
1 
3 
2 
1 
0 
0 
1 
1 
0 
1 
3 
0 
1 
The total number of pictures on the Soviet Union 
I-I 
0 
18 
18 
18 
0 
5 
0 
1 
4 
0 
0 
2 
0 
0 
1 
1 
0 
0 
2 
3 
0 
0 
0 
ranged 
from 31 in text D to 9 in text E. Only text E had less than 
15 pictures. 
The number of black and white pictures ranged from 25 
in text G to 9 in text E. 
30. 
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Only texts D and G had colored pictures. Text D had 
10 and text G had 4 colored pictures. 
Five texts had half page pictures. Text B had 3. 
Text C had 2. Text D had 26. I Text F had 7 and text G had B.i 
The remainder of the pictures were all less than half 
page in size. 
~ 
The only type of pictures presented in every text were 
city scenes and farming and herding pictures. Every text 
except text H had pictures on transportation. 
TABLE XV 
THE NUMBER OF IviAPS AND GRAPHS IN EIGHT SIXT:::I GRADE GEOGRAPHY 
TEXTBOOKS FOUND IN THE PRESENTATION OF THE SOVIET UNION 
Texts A B c D E F G H 
Size of Maps 
Double page 7 1 2 l l 0 l 3 
J:ull page 0 0 3 2 l l 5 l 
Half page 9 2 6 6 0 6 8 0 
Less than half page 5 0 2 0 0 6 2 l 
Total number of maps 21 3 13 9 2 13 16 5 
Black and White h!aps 15 2 7 5 0 10 12 1 
Colored I/Iaps 6 1 6 4 2 3 4 4 
Map Types 
City Map 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 
Climatic 2 0 3 2 ] l 2 0 
Combined Economic and 
climatic 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 l 
Combined Economic and 
Political 0 0 0 0 0 l 0 0 
Combined Physical 
and Political 4 l l 3 0 0 3 0 
Economic 9 2 ]_ l 0 '7. 8 1 <..) 
Global Map l 0 l l 0 0 0 0 
Human Use 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 
Latitude and Area 0 0- l 0 0 l 0 0 
Physical Feature 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 
Political 2 0 3 I. 1 3 1 3 
Population 1 0 0 1 0 1 1 0 
Transportation 1 0 1 0 0 l l 0 
Graphs 0 0 2 0 2 0 0 Q 
32. 
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The total number of maps on the Soviet Union varied from 
21 in text A to 2 in text E. 
The number of black and white maps on the Soviet Union 
varied from 15 in text A to 1 in text li. 
Every text had colored maps. The number ranged from 
6 in texts A and C to 1 in text B. 
The number of double page maps ransed from 7 in text A 
to none in text P. 'l'he number of full-page r.1aps ransed 
fron:c 5 in Text G to none at all in texts A and B. The number ;: 
I 
of half-page maps ranged from 9 in Text A to none at all in 
texts D and E. The maps of less than half a page in size 
ranged in number from 6 in text :F· to none at all in texts 
B, D, and E. 
There was no particular type of map presented in each 
and every text. However, 7 texts had economic maps with 
text E being the exception. Seven texts had political maps 
with text B being the exception. 
Graphs were found onlj.~ in texts C and :::, both of which 
had 2 apiece. 
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TABLE XVI 
ACTIVITIES AND EXjillCISES Oli TEE TREATl.lEET OF THE 
SOVIET UNION FOUND IF EIGHT SIXTH GRADE GEOGRAPHY TEXTBOOKS 
Texts A 
Discussion questions 
and Exercises 9 
Iv~ap Reading 
Exercises 31 
Objective Tests 10 
Picture Reading 
Questions 
(Questions on 
pictures) 11 
Projects 14 
Sentences to 
complete 0 
Tracing or 1\'Iaking 
Maps 5 
Using a compass 0 
Using the Appendix 0 
Using the Vv'orld 
Almanac 0 
Number of Different 
Types of Activities 6 
B 
13 
11 
0 
0 
2 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
4 
c 
11 
30 
0 
0 
3 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
3 
D 
24 
0 
0 
4 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
3 
E 
25 
6 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
2 
F 
11 
14 
17 
0 
0 
8 
0 
4 
G 
64 
41 
16 
6 
5 
0 
].;_ 
0 
0 
0 
6 
H 
11 
5 
0 
0 
5 
0 
12 
3 
3 
0 
6 
The total number of different activities ranged from 6 
in texts A, G, and H to 2 in text E. 
Every text had discussion questions and exercises. Tb.e 
number ranged from 64 in text E to 9 in text A. 
Every text but text D had map reading exercises. Of the 
1 
7 texts having this type exercise, text G had the 
greatest number--41; while text E had the least number--6. 
Objective tests were found in 3 texts; text A had 10; 
text F had 17; while text G had 16. 
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Picture reading questions were also found in 3 texts. 
Texts A, D, and G had 11, 4, and 6 questions, respectively. 
The number of projects ranged from 14 in text A to 
none at all in texts E and F'. 
Sentences to complete were found only in text F which 
had 8 sentences of this type. 
Tracing or map making exercises were found in 3 texts. 
Text A had 5. Text G had 1 and text H had 12 exercises of 
this type. 
Only one text--text H--had exercises in wbich a 
compass or an appendix was used. Text H had 3 questions 
each of these types. 
Text B had one exercise in which the World Almanac was 
to be used. No other text had this type of exercise. 
CHAP TEH V 
COKCLUSIONS 
A surmnary of the main areas in the analysis of the 
treatment of the Soviet Union in eight sixth grade 
geography textbooks is presented below. 
TABLE XVII 
A SUMJ,Jl..RY OF 'l'HE 'l'RE£.Tl'..ENT OF TOPICS OE THE SOVIET UNION IN 
EIGHT SIXTH GRADE GEOGP~Plu TEXTBOOKS 
Texts A B c D E F G H 
Estimated 
Running 
words 9789 5418 13471 9117 4880 10218 25666 4287 
Number of 
words 
discussing: 
Size 398 26 52 228 116 69 102 126 
Population 164 109 258 116 55 230 224 16 
Climate 2572 876 3398 1784 1440 2691 5553 875 
Resources 1032 325 731 455 284 646 2031 468 
Industry 2880 890 4218 2278 857 1988 8028 984 
Products 1601 535 1591 1270 594 1324 3014 408 
Cities, 
towns 1197 167 728 969 387 1152 2197 347 
Transporta-
tion and 
Communica-
tion 1295 417 522 1455 597 724 14-35 524 
Education 0 126 22 0 9 10 0 119 
IVlusi c 0 0 28 0 0 0 0 0 
Cornrnerce 312 53 175 0 163 112 181 42 
Coastline 0 0 389 461 0 90 162 47 
Government 71 20 965 327 64 125 1354 67 
Historical 
content 388 1426 1277 746 470 1404 1162 419 
Number of 
pictures 24 17 15 31 9 23 29 18 
No. of maps 21 3 13 9 2 13 16 5 
No. of 
activities 6 4 3 3 2 4 6 6 I 
+= 
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The estimated running words treating the Soviet Union 
ranged from 25666 words in text G to 4287 words in text H. 
Except for text C, which had 13471 words, text G had over 
twice as many words as any other text. 
Text A gave most of its space to industry, clin-.:ate, and 
products of the Soviet Union. 
Text B discussed historical content at greatest length. 
Text C devoted most of its space to industry, climate, 
and products of the Soviet Union. 
Text D gave most of its space to industry, climate, and 
interestingly, to transportation and comnmnication. 
'I' ext E discus sed climate at greatest length. 
Text F gave most of its space to climate, industrJ", and 
historical content. 
rrext G gave most of its space to industry, clin~ate, 
products, and resources of the Soviet Union. 
Text n discussed the industry of tl:e Soviet union at 
greatest length. 
With four exceptions, every area was treated in 
some degree by ever:r text. The four areas or topics not 
represented in some degree by every text were education, 
nmsic, coastline, and comrnerce. Education was omitted in 
texts A, D, and G. J.,.lusic was mentioned onlJ in text c. The 
coastline was omitted in texts A, B, and E. Tt.e only text 
not mentioning commerce was text D. 
Althoush almost every area was mentioned, there was 
great variation in the amount of space given to the individual!; 
.i 
!• 
areas. The number of words on climate ranged from 5553 words 
in text G to 875 words in text H. Text B had 178 words on 
the Steppe climatic belt while text G had 2235 words on the 
Steppe. 
The number of words on resources ranged from 2031 
words in text G to 284 words in text E. Only texts A, E, F, 
and G mentioned fish. 
The number of words on the industry of the :Soviet 
Union ranged from 8020 words in text G to 857 words in 
text E. F·ishine.; and trapping and huntint:; were not :r;:entioned 
in texts ..,....,. , TT .u ano .u. 
Thirty-one products were mentioned in the eight 
texts. 'l'he number of products varied from 27 in texts A and 
G to 13 in text H. 
Although there were 166 pictures in the 8 texts, 
only 14 of them v1ere colored pictures of wt.ich text D had 
10, while text G had 4. There were no pictures larger than 
half a pace. Texts A, E, and H had pictures only of less 
than half a page in size. ~t least half of the pictures in 
each text was devoted to city scenes, farming, and transpor-
tation. 
'l'he number of' maps ranged from 21 in text A to 2 
in text E. TLe onlJ? ty~Je of map CO.illlilOn to every text was a 
political or a co.r;-;.binod political and other type map. 
37. 
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Text F was the only text which die not have a double page 
map. The only texts whose maps were as large or larger 
than half a page were texts B, r, and E. 
T~e total number of different activities presented 
ranged from 6 in texts A, G, and H to 2 to text E. The 
only activity found in every text was discussion questions 
and exercises. 1.Iost of the activities commonly presented 
were discussion questions and exercises, map readin&; 
exercises, and projects. The only text which die not 
mention map readin~ exercises was text D. 
As it was mentioned in Chapter I, this study is an 
analysis of the content material and not a judgment as to 
the superiority or inferiority of the texts in question. It 
is hoped, however, this analysis will help a teacher to ma~{e 
a more worthwhile choice in her attempt to provide her 
students with an adequate textbook best suited to their needs.'! 
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